NCLC 102 Global Networks and Communities: Food and Sovereignty
Food Book Epilogue
Now that you have finished the seminars, readings and films, activities and other assignments of NCLC 102, Global Networks and Communities, the Epilogue is the occasion to look back at the course and reflect on your learning.  Because Mason Cornerstones and New Century College values active and self-reflective learning, students are required to demonstrate achievement in NCC competency areas and to engage in self-reflection and self-evaluation.

You will write four essays for the Epilogue considering the course themes and concepts. Think of the various activities and assignments that we have done throughout NCLC 102 and make connections between them. In your essays, demonstrate and reflect upon your comprehensive understanding of course themes and concepts and your growth as a college student and member of this learning community. After the essays, include a bibliography of works you cite in your essays.
The Epilogue is due on Monday, December 14, 2009 and must be posted to PebblePad by midnight.  This assignment should be named and saved as follows:  Lastname_Epilogue (e.g. Smith_Epilogue).  It is worth a total of 225 possible points.
1. As Robins (“Encountering Globalization,” 2000: 242) states, “Globalization is an uneven and an unequal process.”  Write an integrative and detailed 1000 word essay supporting this statement by Robins.  In support of your essay, incorporate at least 3 specific course readings, films, or activities.  As appropriate, use course concepts and terms (e.g., hybridity, McDonaldization, etc.) to strengthen your essay.  This 1000-word essay is worth up to 75 points.

2. “Global networks” are part of the course title, and we have discussed various types of interconnectivities that characterize contemporary globalization.  How has technological innovation, facilitated by various agents (individuals, corporations, organizations, nations, etc.), hindered or fostered this process, and with what consequences?  In support of your essay, cite at least 3 specific course readings, films, assignments, activities, or class discussions.  As appropriate, use course concepts and terms (e.g., deterritorialization, neoliberalism, etc.) to strengthen your essay.  This 1000-word essay is worth up to 75 points.
3. Although we have not used the terms “global understanding” and “valuing” regularly in this course, your ability and aptitude in these NCC competencies should have developed.  Definitions and criteria for NCC competencies can be found at http://ncc.gmu.edu/competencies.html .  Choose ONE of these two competencies and write an essay examining and evaluating your development in this competency throughout the many experiences presented to you in NCLC 102.  Explore how you have grown and developed in the competency.  Make sure to provide evidence of your development by using and citing a minimum of three examples from texts, films, and experiences during the course.  You should consider the following question while composing your essay:  What concepts, ideas, theories, and experiences have been most compelling during this course?  How are they connected to your learning and development of the competency chosen?  This 500-word essay is worth up to 40 points.
4. The NCC competency in Group Interaction means collaborating effectively with others. Your experiences in group interaction have been fundamental to this course. With the NCC definition and criteria of the “group interaction” competency (http://ncc.gmu.edu/competencies.html) as a backdrop, reflect upon your experience as a member of a group in NCLC 102. It is essential that you support your reflection with specific examples and situations.  So, don’t just simply say, “I worked quite well in my group except for now and then.”  Instead be more specific and state something like, “Sometimes things worked quite well.  For example, during our group exercise on the banana book, [and then tell what happened].  And, “However, we really never were able to create an action plan, because [and then tell that story].” You do not need to mention the names of any of the members of your group. In your essay, you might consider integrating responses to some of the following prompts:
· What worked well for you and your group?  What did not?

· How did your group come to consensus?  How might this process have been improved?

· What was your role in your group?  Did it change over time?

· How did your group make decisions?

· Was there any conflict?  If so, how was it resolved?  If not, how was it avoided?

· Was the workload shared equitably?  If so, how did that happen?  If not, how was this dealt with?

· What will you do differently the next time you join a group?
This 500-word essay is worth up to 35 points.
Before writing any of the essays, we strongly encourage you to do some outlining, mind-mapping, or some other organizational strategy to draw upon the wide range of assignments, readings, films, and activities you have engaged with this term.  Then write your essays, giving yourself time for revisions and rewrites. 

We will evaluate these essays using the following criteria:

1. Writing is clear, well-organized, and effective.

2. Thesis is well-developed, with sufficient support from appropriate examples.

3. Course terms and concepts as well as course readings, films, assignments, and experiences are explicitly used to strengthen your arguments and ideas.

4. Reflective thinking is personal and grounded—that is, the essays show your personal engagement with texts and the support for your thinking is specific and detailed.

